Answer Engine Optimization

Structuring content for Al selection and reuse

Randy Milanovic, CEO Kayak Websites | DropZone Pro Theme | HubSpot partner since 2011.



Content is no longer
just published

[t is processed, selected, and reused by Al systems
Structure determines whether it gets used
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AEO 1s structuring content
SO systems can understand,
extract, and reuse it

Not abo

a1t volume

About c.

arity and structure
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Most pages are written for
numans reading top to bottom

Al scans for usable segments
- Key ideas are buried

. Sections depend on context
. Topics are unclear
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Extractability =
Nnow easily content can be
Isolated and reused

[f a section can't stand alone
[t won't be selected
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Shift from long pages
— structured blocks

Answer block = short, self-contained unit
Clear direct, reusable
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Core Answer Block Types

. Direct definition

. Focused Q&A These are extraction

. Comparison block points, not formatting
e Criterla
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Semantic structure

- Meaning through headings and hierarchy
. Breaking content into usaple units
. Content chunking
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Page intent: What the
user is trying to do

. ‘Topic clarity
- What the page is about

Mixed intent weakens extraction
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Entity definition
Clear, repeatable descriptions

. Content disambiguation
. Remove ampiguity

Schema nhelps, but structure does the real work
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[t's not apout length
[t's apout coverage + structure

Answer coverage must pe:
. Complete

. Segmented

. Clear
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Topic clustering
Pages reinforce each other

. Internal linking builds context
. Improves retrieval
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(Goal = reuse across systems

e Al summaries
e \olICce

Requires consistency
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Why content gets selected

. Clarity . Sell-contalined sections win
. Consistency . Anything requiring
. Completeness Interpretation loses

Randy Milanovic, CEO Kayak Websites | DropZone Pro Theme | HubSpot partner since 2011.



Less page-level tlexipility
More structure and planning

[N return:
Clearer content
. Higher reuse
- ZBetter alignment with Al systems
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When AEO works

Works best when content is already:

- Structured
. Modular Hard to layer onto

B — T narrative-heavy pages

Randy Milanovic, CEO Kayak Websites | DropZone Pro Theme | HubSpot partner since 2011.



Matches how systems operate

They: Observed in:
. Segment content . Featured snippets
. [dentily entities . Al summaries

. Select clean answer pblocks -« Retrieval systems
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[T your content needs to be
found, extracted, and reused,
structure is not optional
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What can you do, now”?

. Migrate to structured systems (e.g., modular templates)
. Bulld pages as answer plocks
. ‘Train teams on structured content
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AEO 1S Nnot a content tactic

[t is a content system shift
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